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The Lens & Mirror 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 

the Lord rises upon you. 
2 
See, darkness covers the earth and 

thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon 

you and his glory appears over you. Isiah 60:1-2 (NIV) 

     The temptation in our lives, post-Christmas, is to just go back 

to normal. The presents have been given, the parties have 

ceased, and the long-cold winter lies ahead. The kids go back to 

school, we settle back into our routines and go about our lives 

almost like nothing really happened. However, something has 

happened, something has changed, God is in the manger.  

     CS Lewis wrote, “Once in our world, a stable had something in 

it that was bigger than our whole world.” When we think of the 

magnitude of who was wrapped and laid in a manger, it’s stagger-

ing that God would come to us this way. Christmas for many is 

about celebrating Jesus’ birthday, that’s what we tell our kids at 

least. It’s far easier to celebrate a birthday than it is to surrender 

our lives to this Jesus.  

     The world can often be a dark and painful place. The real 

meaning of Christmas is knowing that the light of Christ has 

come in order for us to navigate this world. At Christmas we are 

once again reminded of the God who is with us and the light that 

rises upon us. All of this is for the glory of the Father. May we not 

just celebrate a holiday, but live a life surrendered to Jesus that 

gives all the glory to God. May we not just receive the light of 

Christ but share it.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Steve  



SERMON SERIES                              
Jacob-Wrestling with God 

Jacob’s name means striver, schemer, or hustler. Born to Isaac, the 
grandson of Abraham, his story is one of a constant battle with God. 

Like Jacob, we wrestle with God. We don’t have to hustle God to get a 
better life. Here’s the thing, God doesn’t need our striving to climb the 

ladder. He comes to us and lifts us up to a place we belong. 

January 5th- 

Title– The Birthright 

Focus Passage– Genesis 25:21-34 

Secondary Passage– Matthew 3:13-17 

Synopsis– Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, has twin boys. 

Their names are Essau and Jacob. The birthright 

belongs to Essau, but he sells his birthright for a 

bowl of soup. The Lord chose Jacob and it is 

through him he will bring about redemption. God 

has chosen you, claimed you, and marked you as 

his own. You don’t have to fight your way to the top.  

 

January 12th   

Title – Who is It? 

Focus Passage – Genesis 27:18-34 

Secondary Passage – James 1:16-18 

Synopsis – Rebekah knows that the Lord has  

chosen Jacob, but Isaac loved Essau. She devises 

a plan to make sure that Jacob receives the  

blessing of his father. Through scheming and    

deceit Isaac will bless Jacob. In the Old Testament 

blessings aren’t just nice things, they shape and 

form our lives. We all want to be blessed and 

sometimes we deceive others into giving it to us.  

January 19th                                                             

Title – “The House of the Lord” 

Focus Passage – Genesis 28:10-22 

Secondary Passage – Luke 19:41-48 

Synopsis – In a dream Jacob experiencing the    

presence of God. There he receives the promise, “I 

am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and 

Isaac. All peoples on earth will be blessed through 

you.” It was the same promise given to Abraham. 

Though there is no temple, Jacob names that place 

Bethel, which means the House of the Lord. It’s not 

about where or what we worship, but who we       

worship.   

January 26th 

Title- “Love and Deceit” 

Focus Passage – Genesis 29:15-35 

Secondary Passage – Romans 5:1-8 

Synopsis – Jacob wants to marry Rachel, but    

Laben deceives him and gives him his oldest 

daughter, Leah, instead. After 7 years of labor, the 

deceiver has been deceived. God will bring good 

from Laben’s deceit and Leah’s longing for love. 

Though Jacob loved another, God will bring forth a 

king and a savior from Leah. Our deepest longings 

can only be satisfied by the love of Jesus.   



 

November 2024 
Giving  $45,509.00 

YTD Actual  $447,887.77 

YTD Budget  $328,150.00 

Over (Under)  $119,737.77 

Notes from the Session… 

• Thank you to our partners who are finishing 

their terms of service; Eric Shiever, Charlotte 

Smedley, & Bonnie Fiel. 

• Aprroved our new covenant partners who were 

welcomed into the church on December 15th. 

• Approved Zoey Scott for baptism on January 

5th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Meridian Presbyterian Church, 

 Thank you so much for your donation to 

Meals on Wheels. We wish all of you a    

Merry Christmas! 

Sincerely, 

Butler & Connoquenessing Meals on 

Wheels 

 

Dear Meridian Church, 

 

Thanks for thinking of me and    

bringing me a nice Christmas bag 

gift. So nice of all of you to do this. 

Merry Christmas to all and God Bless 

You! 

 

Your Friend, 

Norma Cuffman 

GRIEF FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

 

We will be hosting an informal gathering 
for those who need encouragement facing 
a future of unexpected challenges. Scrip-
ture instructs us to care for and support 
anyone grieving the loss of a loved one. 

Whatever part of the journey you are on, 
we invite you to attend for a time of shar-

ing, memories, prayers, and friendship. 
Saturday, Jan. 4th at 10 AM in Room #15. 





As we enter a new year we take a moment to honor 

those who have entered the church triumphant in 2024. 

 

Josh Boettner 

Nancy McCombs 

JoAnn McElhaney 

Bob Minich 

Dan Musko 

Don Park 

Roger Rettig 

Dorothy Tack 







01/02     Luke Barton 

               Loraine Bowser 

    Richard McClean 

    Matt Wickline 

01/03     Christina Monnie 
01/04    Tarrah Freund 

     Zoe Woller  

                Adam Schettler 

01/05     Barbara Swidzinski 

01/06       Madeline Symonds 

                 Alyssa Sequete 

      Aurelia Raley 

01/08       Richard Bowser 
01/09     Beverly Dambaugh 

     Tim Raley  

01/12     Keith Rossman  

                Andrew Shiever 

 

01/05 Tim & Barbra Karner 

01/08  Jeff & Melissa Olen 

01/21  Wayne & Janie Myers 

01/22 Keith & Sue Rossman 

 

01/13      Michael Mlikan 

01/14      Jake Longdon 

01/15     Missy Shiever 

01/17     Sue Boettner  
01/20       Doug McCann 
      Lori McCann 

01/22      Michael Hibbs 
      Mary Jane McDowell 

01/23       Andy Tarr 
01/24       Autumn Moore 

01/25      William Esper 

01/27      Jason Cihonski 
01/28      Leanne Cygan 

01/29      Janie Myers  

01/30      Ryan McGeeney 
01/31        Ronan Kwiatkowski 

If your birthday or anniversary is 

missing or incorrect, please call the 

office (724-482-2630) or email Kala 

at secretary@meridianpres.org                         

so it can be corrected.                             

Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

   

 
 

 

1 2 3 

12-5 PM  

Blood Drive 

@Meridian 

Firehall 

4 

10 AM Grief 

Fellowship 

Hour Room 

#15 

5 10 AM Worship 

& Communion 

11 AM Sunday 

School & Deacon 

Meeting 

6-8 PM Youth Grp 

6 

 

7 1 PM Quilt 

6:30 PM  

Trustees  

Meeting 

8 

9 AM Coffee & 

Conversation 

6:30 PM Choir 

9 

6 PM Women’s 

Bible Study 

10 
10 AM Wom-

en’s Bible 

Study 

11 

9 AM Men’s 

Breakfast @ 

Mac’s Cafe 

12 

10 AM Worship 

11 AM Sunday 

School 

12:45 PM Club 35 

6-8 PM Youth Grp 

13 

6:30 PM Men’s 

Bible  

14 
1 PM Quilt 

15 
9 AM Coffee & 

Conversation 

6:30 PM Choir 

16 17 

Youth Group 

Lock In 

18 

19 

10 AM Worship 

11 AM Sunday 

School 

20 21 
1 PM Quilt 

22 
9 AM Coffee & 

Conversation 

6:30 PM Choir 

23 
6 PM Women’s 

Bible Study 

24 
10 AM Wom-

en’s Bible 

Study 

25 
9-3 Session  

Retreat 

26 

10 AM Worship 

11 AM Sunday 

School 

 

 

27 

6:30 PM Men’s 

Bible  

28 29 30 31  
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JANUARY 

WORSHIP SERVICES  

10:00 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

11:00 AM  


